
From: 	 Borinsky, Susan (FTA) 
To: 	 Ryan, James (FTA); Barr, James (FTA); Day, Elizabeth (FTA); Rogers, Leslie (FTA); Carranza, 

Edward (FTA); Sukys, Raymond (FTA); Matley, Ted (FTA); VanWyk, Christopher (FTA); Marler, 
Renee (FTA) 

Sent: 	 10/29/2009 5:52:53 AM 
Subject: 	 FW: Honolulu Blog from The Other Side Of The Tracks I October 29, 2009 

FYI 

    

     

From: Swain, Tia (FTA) 
Sent: Thursday, October 29, 2009 11:47 AM 
To: Rogoff, Peter (FTA); McMillan, Therese (FTA) 
Cc: Welbes, Matt (FTA); Borinsky, Susan (FTA); Day, Elizabeth (FTA) 
Subject: Honolulu Blog from The Other Side Of The Tracks I October 29, 2009 

Dave asked that I share this blog with you on the subject of Mayor Mufi Hannemann from 
Honolulu. The source of the blog is from the online site The Other Side of the 

Tracks. 

Starting rail work critical for mayor 

By  Jerry Burris   
Advertiser Columnist 

Well the train, as they say, has apparently left the station. 

Mayor Mufi Hannemann is well aware that a successful launch of his proposed rail transit project is key to his dream of being 

elected governor. If the project falters and blame cannot be clearly placed somewhere else, Hannemann will have a difficult time 

explaining why he should quit being mayor and instead take over the governors office. 

To be sure, Hannemann already has a talking point on why it makes sense for him to move on. It takes, he likes to say, a mayor 

to start a project this big. It takes a governor to finish it. 

What this means is that once the project is under way, it is critical to have a governor on board to watch over financing, lobby 

Washington for continued support and so forth. 

All this helps explain why the city is pushing ahead to break ground on the project, even as various constituency groups 

(environmentalists, the city auditor, some local architects, the Kamehameha Schools, even the federal courts) are raising 

questions. And fair enough: If the city waited until everyone was happy, the project would never be built. 

So even as the complaints and doubts persist, the Hannemann administration pushes forward. Remarkably, it was able to 

announce the granting of the first construction contract: $482.9 million to Kiewit Pacific Co. for the first 6.5 miles of the line, 

ahead of schedule and $90 million under the proposed budget. 

This looks good, although the start will be almost entirely symbolic. The first section would run between Kapolei and a station 

near Leeward Community College. You can bet there aren't that many people making that commute today who would love to 

switch to rail. 
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Truth is, if there is one place on Oahu one can drive to and expect to find parking, it is Leeward Community College, which 

boasts a vast open parking space. 

The real point of rushing this first segment forward is to set things in motion so there can be no turning back. Even people 

opposed to the project are likely to agree that once nearly half a billion has been committed, there is no other course but to go 

ahead and finish the thing. 

The day will come when it is obvious that Honolulu — crammed into a narrow urbanized corridor between sea and mountains — 

will need a system of mass transit. The best argument for building now is that the effort will never be cheaper. 

The worst argument for building now is that we are doing it out of political necessity. The system will be long built before we 

know which argument makes the most sense. 

Tia N. Swain 
"Service Fanatic" 
Public Affairs Specialist and Event Coordinator 
Office of Communications and Congressional Affairs 
202-366-0354 (office) 
202-366-9854 (fax) 

From: Longo, David (FTA) 
Sent: Thursday, October 29, 2009 8:11 AM 
To: Swain, Tia (FTA) 
Cc: Griffo, Paul (FTA) 
Subject: Fw: The Other Side Of The Tracks I October 29, 2009 

Tia, 

Please send the Honolulu blog in the text of an email to Peter, Therese, Matt, S. Borinsky and Beth Day. 

Thx 

From: Reconnecting America <admin@reconnectingamerica.ccsend.com > 
To: Longo, David (FTA) 
Sent: Thu Oct 29 08:00:37 2009 
Subject: The Other Side Of The Tracks I October 29, 2009 

Having trouble viewing this email? Click here 
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Blogosphere: If You Build It, Will Dev Come? 
Yglesias 

Dave Murphy considers the proposal to extend the Green Line out to Fort 
Meade. The idea has some compelling promise largely because "Fort 
Meade is the largest job center in the state of Maryland, and it is currently 
unserved by transit" so that could bring some considerable benefits.... 

Read On 

Hey All - Heading out to Boston tomorrow for Rail—Volution. Come 
check out the CTOD crew  in action  and if you can't make it to the 
conference, follow us on twitter @reconnecting. Well be live tweeting 
sessions. -JW 

Quote of the Day + 
New York Times 

He did not direct it in such a way that it benefited a more diverse set of 
populations in the city of New York, and more diverse income groups. It 
was basically developer-driven." 

Read On 

International: HSR Taking 25% of China Air Share 
Bloomberg 

China Southern Airlines Co., the nation's biggest domestic carrier, will 
expand overseas flights in anticipation of a high-speed rail network 
causing traffic to decline on about a quarter of its internal routes.... 

Read On 

Blogosphere: Learning from Times Square 
Streetsblog 

When Tim Tompkins took over as President of the Times Square 
Affiance, one of New York City's largest Business Improvement Districts 
(BIDs), the primary concerns were the security and cleanliness of the 
most iconic, if chaotic, public space in the world.... 

Read On 

TracksLogo-jeffwood 

THESE LINKS to news stories 
and blog posts about transit 
and TOO are collected daily by 
Jeff Wood, Reconnecting 
America's GIS specialist and a 
passionate transit advocate. 
Jeffs entire post plus 
commentary is sent by email to 
members of Reconnecting 
America (to join visit our  Get 
Connected  page); the first five 
articles of his daily post (which 
sometimes contains as many 
as two dozen links) are 
available  here  to nonmembers 
without his commentary. 
To unsubscribe, see below. 

National: Can Smart Growth be Codified? 
Next American City 
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Blogosphere: Rail Critical for Mayors Gov Hopes 
Honolulu Advertiser 

Mayor Mufi Hannemann is well aware that a successful launch of his 
proposed rail transit project is key to his dream of being elected governor. 
If the project falters and blame cannot be clearly placed somewhere else, 
Hannemann will have a difficult time explaining why he should quit being 
mayor and instead take over the governor's office.... 

Read On 

While everyone from the Sierra Club to the National Association of 
Realtors believe compact, mixed-use, walkable development is an 
antidote to suburban sprawl, "smart growth" doesn't just happen by itself. 
Indeed it can't because most existing municipal zoning regulations make 
walkable urban form exceedingly difficult, if not impossible to 
implement.... 

Read On 

Blogosphere: Climate Bill Could Green Cities 
Streetsblog 

As the Senate opened its second round of climate change hearings 
today, Philadelphia mayor Michael Nutter delivered the urban case for 
climate legislation, outlining an array of infrastructure improvements and 
green reforms that would be made possible by federal action to reduce 
carbon emissions.... 

Read On 

Blogosphere: More Money Spent on Cars than Transit 
Streetsblog 

Vice President Joe Biden will return to his home state of Delaware today 
to announce that California car company Fisker Automotive will reopen a 
shuttered General Motors plant to build a moderately priced plug-in 
hybrid that goes by the code name Project NINA.... 

Read On 

International: BRT Proving a Popular Choice 
City of Johannesburg 
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WITH the number of road users ever on the rise, coupled with on-going 
road works, more and more people are turning to public transport.... 

Read  On 

Blogosphere: Cutting Transports Carbon Footprint 
Greenbang 

Keeping transport-related energy consumption and carbon dioxide 
emissions from ballooning out of control between now and 2050 will 
require a mix of improved fuel efficiency, new technologies and stronger 
government policies, according to a new report from the International 
Energy Agency (IEA).... 

Read On 

Twin Cities: Sprucing Up the Area Around the Ballpark 
Star Tribune 

The Minnesota Twins are in Minneapolis about one in every four days 
each year. But Target Field won't be going anywhere when the baseball 
season is over.... 

Read On 

Forward email  
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